Restoration and Re-installation of the Centurion Way Gateway Arch Sculpture 
The gateway to the South Downs and Chichester Harbour
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Centurion Way Arch when first installed
Contact: 
Carley Sitwell (Project coordinator on behalf of Friends of Centurion Way)
Address: 
Dorset House, 46 Cleveland Road, Chichester. PO19 7AD
Phone: 
01243 773002 / 07891 382961
Email:

carleysitwell@gmail.com

Application to restore the Centurion Way Arch: who we are
Friends of Centurion Way are local volunteers and ordinary people dedicated to the preservation, protection and restoration of this remarkable public way along the disused Chichester-Midhurst railway line. Centurion Way was gifted to the City of Chichester by Network Rail and public funds were spent on making it into an exceptional walking/cycling path that opened in 1995. To celebrate its opening, the County Council together with the South East Arts Board commissioned a number of bold metal statues by local artists.  The largest and most visually striking being the Archway that marked the start of the path at its southern end – as the pictures show. It is this Archway that has fallen into disrepair, and was removed in 2015 to lie in storage in Drayton, awaiting some love, care and skill to bring it to life once again, and reinstate it in situ. 
Friends of Centurion Way are leading a campaign to reinstate the Archway which was established twenty seven years ago and has been sadly missed for seven years. We believe its repair would make a wonderful community architectural statement enhancing the whole area, celebrating the entrance to Centurion Way and the newly built Jubilee Park. The benefits of restoring the arch would be far-reaching for both physical and mental health and touch many people. It would certainly make a definite contribution to Chichester's well established reputation for public art. 
Centurion Way: the Story
Centurion Way is "the Green Lung of the City of Chichester to the north", a 5.5 mile (9km) walking and cycling route from Chichester now extended through to West Dean and very close to the Weald and Downland Museum.  The route commences from the west end of Westgate (about half a mile west of Chichester Cathedral) and is a hard-surface route along the former Chichester to Midhurst railway line.  It is a nationally important pathway and is regarded as one of the safest off-road nature paths for people on foot, on bikes, in wheelchairs and mobility scooters to access the countryside in the whole of West Sussex and neighbouring Hampshire and even Surrey. Also it acts as a valuable commuter route used daily by school children, those shopping and working in the city and university as well as being of prime importance for leisure and tourism.  
Many of the older residents remember its conversion from the railway line.  With the younger generation, Centurion Way continues to create memories of the joy of family outings, picnics in the amphitheatre, teaching children to ride their bikes, dog walking, daily exercise and in a matter of minutes from the site of the Archway, you pass from town to countryside and enter into another natural world, full of wildlife and beauty. It really is a very special path, much loved by local residents and the wider community and it will now help to integrate the new community living in the recently developed Minerva Heights with the City and all it has to offer.  The Archway is its gateway, a local meeting point and starting point for a trip out of the city coordinating with the Sculptures already in situ at Brandy Hole and Lavant, also created by Richard Farrington.
The Archway Sculpture 
The Archway Sculpture also has its own story and history, and we are lucky to have tracked down its original sculptor, Richard Farrington, who is supporting this project. We are very grateful for the help and advice he is continuing to give.
Richard confirms that the curved timbered archway originally came from the rib of an old minesweeper found on a beach in Langston Harbour.  It was being broken up at a naval dockyard in Portsmouth called Pound’s Yard. The timbers were in remarkably good condition for pieces laminated and formed over 80 years ago.  The figures on top of the archway are made from steel plate which was then galvanised. They represent a collection of characters found in mosaics typified by Fishbourne and draw upon Romano British mosaics in general. It is a gathering of people/gods and creatures, even a magic mushroom! They are evocative and amusing with dancing deer, dolphins, a Viking ship perhaps or a Roman galleon, other dancing figures and animals.   Each figure has a story to tell but there is no pre-conceived narrative and it was designed to leave it up to the passer-by to create new stories as they journey.
The wooden supporting posts rotted and in 2015, when one of the side posts was found to be unsafe, the decision was taken by the County Council to remove the whole archway.  It is now in pieces in safe-keeping in a West Sussex County Council (WSCC) storage facility in Drayton but no progress has been made on its restoration and reinstatement. We are exploring all sustainable options which will comply with the WSCC/Highways requirements for both structure and installation.
The Reasons to support this grant application.
We know that refurbishment of the archway will not only give much pleasure to all those who use the path today but this project is really for the generations of tomorrow, and it can also continue to serve as a lasting public statement for future generations about the health and well-being of all our community, which was the very reason the path was originally created and gifted to the community.  
1. Centurion Way is a well established footpath and cycle way.
2. The Reinstatement of the Arch will enhance and promote the entrance, serving as a landmark and make it easier to find.
3. Encouraging & supporting the physical and mental wellbeing of the population of Chichester.
4. An addition to Chichester's well established outdoor Artscape.

The History below sets out much more about the path and details all the users of the path. You can stand at the site of the Archway at any time of the day and see for yourselves all the people, families, students, schoolchildren and passers-by – the Covid-19 lockdown has increased its users to even greater numbers. We have over 1000 supporters in the Friends of Centurion Way as well as local support from the South Downs National Park, our local councillors and many local groups and residents.  We have recently funded and installed a counter near the proposed site of the arch, showing over thirty four thousand (34,000) journeys recorded on the path during the month of May 2022 and 365,706 for last year January 2021 to January 2022.
We would be delighted to show you around and involve you with all future developments.
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History of Centurion Way and the Archway
The Chichester to Midhurst railway was opened in 1881 to improve access to London. The line included 3 tunnels and 3 stations, at Lavant, Singleton and Cocking, the most notable being Singleton given its proximity to Goodwood Racecourse. Passenger services were withdrawn in 1935 with freight services continuing until 1951 when lack of maintenance caused an embankment to collapse in Midhurst and through services stopped. The line north of Lavant was closed completely in 1957. The section between Lavant Station and Chichester was used for general freight until 1968, then sugar beet only until 1970, then from 1972 for gravel from south of Hunters Race until this ceased in 1991. 
The last passenger train was run by heritage railway enthusiasts who were working to take over the whole line. Their attempt was rebuffed by some residents of Lavant and Summersdale and supported by others further north, but the tracks were removed in 1993. 
Subsequently, walks along the line of the railway as far as possible, from Lavant to Midhurst including the Singleton tunnel with a return journey by open-top 1920s bus, were enjoyed by many, thanks to the railway enthusiasts. In 1994, West Sussex County Council (WSCC) purchased the disused line south of Hunters Race Lane while Chichester District Council (CDC) purchased the line at Lavant including the Station and yard to use for housing.  At this time, WSCC commissioned a feasibility study by Sustrans - the sustainable transport charity - on establishing a walking/cycling route. Funding for the project also came from English Partnerships, Chichester District Council (who donated their section of track bed north of Hunters Race Lane) and Tarmac Quarry Products Limited (who allowed the use of additional land to enhance the scheme and gravel from their Lavant Pit as a base for the path). 
The name Centurion Way was suggested by a local schoolboy from Bishop Luffa School and is based on the fact that the path crosses the course of a Roman road. Sculptures relating to aspects of local history were provided as points of interest in association with the South East Arts Board.  At its northern end, the completed path leads into a network of quiet roads and bridleways leading on towards the South Downs Way. At its southern end, the path comes out very close to Chichester city centre (along Westgate) and joins the South Coast Cycle Route in Chichester (NCN2, Route 2 of the National Cycle Network). 
The initial section of Centurion Way south of Lavant was opened in September 1995. In October 2000, Sustrans in conjunction with Sussex Downs Conservation Board and the County and District Councils, completed a second study into the path, investigating a possible extension northwards to connect with West Dean, Singleton and the South Downs Way. The section from Lavant to Binderton opened in April 2002.  In December 2015 the South Downs National Park Authority opened a further section of the Centurion Way up to West Dean School and the West Dean tunnel, thereby allowing access to West Dean College, the Weald & Downland museum and the Selsey arms pub.  The planning process has commenced for the next section to be opened up to Singleton and Cocking and our long term aspiration is to connect Chichester to London by this traffic free route.
Friends of Centurion Way website is at www.centurionway.org.uk.  A full dossier on the current status of Centurion Way can be found at http://www.centurionway.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/CW-Dossier-Complete-To-Print.pdf
Here is a very informative leaflet for local cyclists and walkers

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/South-Downs-Leaflet-Centurion-Way-walk-and-ride.pdf
The southern end of the path will be impacted at some point in the future by development of Minerva Heights, to the west of Centurion Way and a southern access road. Our group of Friends has been working with the local community, councils and the developers’ agents to highlight the importance of the path to the community and walkers and cyclists. The plans for the route of this new road that will join into Centurion Way have not been finalised, but we have the support of councillors and are in touch with West Sussex Highways, who arranged for the initial installation and who would therefore have the ability to site the repaired arch. This is not seen as a barrier to taking on this project and preserving the start to the pathway for countless people and future generations. 

It is our belief that the Archway can once again provide a stunning visual start to the path, as was originally intended, as well as restoring the local art and design that was for so many years such a significant part of this much-beloved route. 
Friends at an Event held at the site of the Arch





Detail from Arch on Centurion Way
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